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National Teen Pregnancy Rates, 1972-2006 




















































































National Teen Birth Rates, 1940-2009 
Sources: Ventura, S.J., Mathews, T.J, & Hamilton, B.E. (2001). Births to Teenagers in the United States: 1940-2000. National Vital Statistics Reports, 49(10).; 
Hamilton, B.E., Martin, J.A., & Ventura, S.J. (2009). Preliminary Data for 2007. National Vital Statistics Reports, 57(12). 
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National Teen Pregnancy Rates 


















































Why Tempt Fate? 
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Aunt Sarah’s Tips 
• Babies need adult 
parents. 
• Babies don’t cement 
relationships, they 
stress them. 
• Babies don’t give 
unconditional love; 
they demand it from 








More Aunt Sarah… 
• To girls:  sex won’t make him yours and a 
baby won’t make him stay. 
• To boys:  making a baby doesn’t make you a 
man; being a devoted husband and father 
might… 
• “If it happens, it happens” is no way to start a 
family. And “I just never really thought 







• Getting pregnant or causing pregnancy, having 
babies, and starting families are perhaps the most 
important things we ever do, with generational 
effects. These major steps need to be thought about 
carefully, not stumbled into. We think and talk 
about so many less important things all the time: 
what’s for dinner, March Madness brackets, what 
movie to see this weekend… Surely the event of 
when to become a parent, with whom, and under 
what circumstances deserve at least the same 











My email:  ssbrown@thenc.org 
Sign up for e-gram updates 
Get cool stuff for parents and teens 
